[Quasi-normal cerebrospinal fluid in patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome and cryptococcal meningitis].
We report eight patients with cryptococcal meningitis and a cerebrospinal fluid characterized by few or no white blood cells and chemistries that may be near normal. In four of these patients, only testing for cryptococcal antigen allowed the initial diagnosis. Seven of the patients had a certain diagnosis of AIDS. Six have died. Autopsies performed in two cases indicated a poor meningeal inflammatory response. Contrary to the findings in most immunodeficient patients, in AIDS cryptococcal meningitis may present with few cellular or biochemical abnormalities in the cerebrospinal fluid. In AIDS patients presenting with headache and fever or change in mental status, examination of the cerebrospinal fluid should not be limited to routine studies.